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CHRISTMAS BLESSING FOR 
RESIDENTS OF CHATHAM WOODS 

Thanks to the generosity of 

the church we were able to 

deliver a turkey with foil 

baking pan, thermometer for 

testing doneness, freezer 

bags for storage of leftover 

meat and a $50 gift card to 

purchase all the trimmings 

for each resident. Linda 

MacDonald and Janet Adams 

delivered the items and 

Nancy Ball was instrumental 

in getting needed supplies as 

well as supplying reindeer 

candy canes to brighten up 

the gifts.  

Janet is pictured at Lindaôs 

house helping get everything 

ready to deliver and also 

making one of the deliveries 

at Chatham woods.   

Residents were so thankful 

for the items they received, 

they made posts on Facebook 
(see below).  

 

 

 

WHATõS THE DEAL WITH LENT?  
As we discussed in our last issue of The First Word, Ash Wednesday falls on Valentineôs Day this year, February 

14.  Ash Wednesday is also the first day of the holy season of Lent.  In the ancient times when the people of Israel 

were still in Egypt as slaves, the Paschal Lamb was sacrificed so that the angel of death would pass over them, hence 

the celebration of Passover, a time we have read about often in the Bible.  The Paschal Lamb is offered at least 

annually for the atonement of sin.  During this season of Lent, we Christians remember the offering of our Paschal 

Lamb, Jesus Christ.  It is a time to recall Christôs suffering and passion for the sins that we have 

committed.  Beginning on Ash Wednesday, Lent lasts for 40 days (Sundays donôt count in the 40 days of Lent, ask 

me why and Iôll tell you.) During this time we remember Jesus denying himself and dying for us.  It is here we begin 

the practice of ñgiving up something for Lent,ò which is for us an act of self-denial.  However, I have noticed we 

often give up things to benefit ourselves: desserts, chocolate, beer, coffee, smoking, etc.  How about giving up 

something that makes you a stronger Christian? Give up saying hurtful things, exchange anger for patience, fast from 

worries and have faith, sacrifice some time for more prayer or Bible study. Letôs consider what Jesus did for us and 

truly observe a HOLY Lent.    

        Shalom, Pastor Mike 

MARDI GRAS ROLLS IN 
WITH PARADE AND FUN 

Mardi Gras has become a wild and crazy time at FUMC. 

The fun began with the traditional pancake supper prepared 

by Boy Scout Troop 648 and concluded with our annual 

parade! 

Mardi Gras has become a favorite at FUMC thanks to the 

passion and dedication of Judy Deck who once lived in New 

Orleans. 

Mardi Gras, also known as Shrove Tuesday or Fat 

Tuesday is the culmination of celebrations the day before Ash 

Wednesday. We celebrate on Wednesday before Ash 

Wednesday so that we can focus fully on the meaning of Ash 

Wednesday. A worship service with the imposition of ashes 

will be in the Sanctuary at 7:00 pm on Wednesday, Feb. 14. 
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